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On Dec. 14, official news agency Prensa Latina confirmed the arrest of Elizardo Sanchez, president
of the illegal Cuban Human Rights and National Reconciliation Commission (Comision Cubana
Pro Derechos Humanos y Reconciliacion Nacional, CCDHRN) on charges of "disrupting the public
order." According to the report, Sanchez was detained by security forces on Dec. 10 following an
incident in which he was beaten by members of a community "rapid action brigade" while trying
to distribute "anti-government propaganda." Prensa Latina reported that a medical exam revealed
Sanchez was not injured in the attack. Prensa Latina reported that the houses of other known
dissidents including Cuban Human Rights Committee (Comite Cubano Pro Derechos Humanos,
CCPDH) president Gustavo Arcos, Democratic Socialist Current member Vladimiro Roca and Air
Force Ret. Col. Alvaro Prendes who recently announced his affiliation with an opposition political
group had been surrounded by angry mobs during the previous days preventing anyone from
entering or leaving the premises. Also on Dec. 14, Washington-based human rights group Americas
Watch called for the immediate release of Elizardo Sanchez, CCPDH spokesperson Rodolfo
Gonzalez, who was also arrested Dec. 10, and 50 other political prisoners. The Americas Watch
communique condemned the "government orchestrated" attacks and threats and the arbitrary
arrest of human rights defenders. The group said Sanchez had received a blow to the head which
nearly left him unconscious, and that he remains hospitalized in the Carlos Finlay military hospital
in Havana. On Dec. 16, the State Department accused the Cuban government of committing an
"inhuman outrage" in its arrest and treatment of Sanchez and other human rights leaders. The
actions by the government, the statement said, demonstrate "absolute intolerance for peaceful
dissent and a determination to maintain total control." The following day the European Parliament
denounced the holding of political prisoners in Cuba and called on the Cuban government to
immediately release poet Maria Elena Cruz Varela, sentenced in November 1991 to two years
imprisonment on charges of lack of respect for "Cuban institutions," "criminal association"
and "insulting Cuba's heroes" and Sebastian Arcos, convicted in October of spreading "enemy
propaganda." Also on Dec. 17, London-based human rights defense organization Amnesty
International expressed concern over the increase in the number of political prisoners held in Cuba
over the past two years and called for their immediate release. According to members of the Cuban
dissident community, Elizardo Sanchez was released Dec. 28. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE,
12/14/92, 12/16/92, 12/17/92; Reuter, 12/15/92, 12/22/92; Associated Press, 12/16/92, 12/22/92; Agence
France-Presse, 12/14/92, 12/16/92, 01/01/93)
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